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Houria Esslami nommeée a la téte de I'Organisation des
nations unies sur les disparitions forcées ou involontaires

NOMINATION - Belle consécration pour la Marocaine Houria Esslami, premiére femme portée a la téte
du Groupe de travail de I'Organisation des nations unies sur les disparitions forcées ou involontaires
(GTDFI), depuis sa création il y a 35 ans.

Houria Esslami, 47 ans, a en effet été élue directrice de I'instance onusienne a l'issue de sa |07e session, qui
vient de se tenir a Geneve. Née a Oujda, Houria Esslami a occupé le poste de directrice exécutive de la
Fondation Driss Benzekri des droits humains et la démocratie.

Elle fait aussi partie des fondateurs du bureau du Forum marocain pour la vérité et la justice, de la
Fédération euro-méditerranéenne contre la disparition forcée et de la Coalition internationale contre les
disparitions forcées.

Désignée membre du Conseil national des droits de I'Homme (CNDH) en octobre 201 1, elle a été
désignée coordinatrice du groupe de travail chargé des relations internationales, des partenariats et de la
coopération au sein de cette institution.

Le Groupe de travail a pour mission d’aider les familles des personnes disparues a découvrir ce qui est
arrivé a la personne disparue et I'endroit ou elle se trouve.

http://www.bladi.info/threads/houria-esslami-nommee-tete-lorganisation.412457/

http://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/2015/09/18/houria-esslami-tete-nations-
unis n 8160056.html?1442599065
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Morocco’s Houria Esslami Appointed Chair-Rapporteur of
UN’s Body on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

Morocco’s Houria Esslami Appointed Chair-Rapporteur of UN’s Body on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances

Rabat — Morocco’s Houria Esslami has been elected chair-rapporteur of the United Nations’ Working
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances.

Esslami, 47, has become the first woman in the history of the WGEID to be elected chair of the UN'’s
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances since its inception 35 years ago.

The Oujda-born Moroccan was Executive Director of Driss Benzekri Foundation for Human Rights and
Democracy and a member of the Coordinating Committee of the Families of the Disappeared and Victims
of Enforced Disappearance in Morocco.

Esslami is a founding member of the Moroccan Forum for Truth and Justice and worked for the Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO).

She is also member of the National Human Rights Council of Morocco (CNDH) and chairperson of
its Working Group on Development Partnerships and Cooperation.A graduate of King Fahd School of
Translation in Tangier, Esslami coordinated the elaboration of the Report on the Situation of Enforced
Disappearances, submitted in 2012 as part of the UPR-Morocco.

The Working Group was established by the UN Commission on Human Rights in 1980 to assist families in
determining the fate and whereabouts of disappeared relatives.

http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2015/09/168216/moroccos-houria-esslami-appointed-chair-rapporteur-

of-uns-body-on-enforced-or-involuntary-disappearances/
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United Nations Human Rights

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

Committee on Enforced Disappearances holds meetings with
states parties and civil society

The Committee on Enforced Disappearances this afternoon held three separate meetings with States
parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance,
national human rights institutions, and non-governmental organizations.

In the meeting with States parties, Emmanuel Decaux, Chairperson of the Committee on Enforced
Disappearances, said that so far 50 States had ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Belize and Ukraine being the newest ratifiers.

Argentina and Spain took the floor, expressing their support for the work of the Committee, and
welcoming the increase in the ratification by States.Although each country had its unique situation, the
common goal was the same: elimination of violations of human rights.

In the meeting with civil society representatives, Mr. Decaux said that the twenty-seventh meeting of
Chairpersons had taken place in San Jose, Costa Rica and adopted guidelines on reprisals. At that meeting,
the Committee had also adopted a roadmap in order to bring the new guidelines into life.

The National Human Rights Council of Morocco underlined the need to pay close attention
to the issue of institutionalisation of enforced disappearances.

One non-governmental organization, Committees of Relatives of Migrants of Central Honduras, spoke
about the disappearance of migrants and other missing persons, and available mechanisms to guarantee the
search for those disappeared.

Mr. Decaux said that was the first time the Committee had reviewed cases on a disappearance of migrant
persons.The scope of the issue was not the duty of the Committee only, but also of other international
organisations and bodies.

The Committee will next meet in public at 3 p.m. on Friday, 18 September to adopt its concluding
observations and recommendations on the reports of Iraq and Montenegro and close the session.

Meeting with States Parties

EMMANUEL DECAUX, Chairperson of the Committee, said that the Committee had held two
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21/09/2015 Consei natlon es droits de .

www.cn Ij h .0 rq .ma



United Nations Human Rights

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

constructive dialogues, with Iraq and Montenegro.With Belize and Ukraine, the total number of States who
had ratified the Convention had increased to 50.As more States were ratifying the Convention, there was a
hope of universality in the near future.

Argentina thanked for the opportunity to exchange the views, and reaffirmed its commitment to the
Convention and support for the work of the Committee. Argentina was extremely happy to see new
ratifications. Although each country had its unique situation, the aim was the same: the elimination of the
violations of human rights. Argentina inquired about the relationship between the Committee and the
Working Group on Enforced Disappearances, especially as there was an increase in the number of
ratifications.

Mr. Decaux said that the Committee and the Working Group were exchanging views and setting priorities.
Each body had its own mandate and was free to pick its priorities. However, he underlined, there should be
no black holes left regarding the issue of disappearances.

Spain commended the Committee and its members for their work and reassured the Committee of its
ongoing support. It asked about the reprisals and coordination between human rights treaty bodies.

The Chairperson responded that the twenty-seventh meeting of Chairpersons had taken place in San Jose,
Costa Rica, where the guidelines on reprisals had been adopted. As he had taken the Chairpersonship of
the ten Committee Chairpersons, the issue was of particular importance for him.The guidelines were
based on clear principles, but they needed to be implemented.

A Committee Expert thanked all States parties for making the Convention diverse and helping make it
universal. To maintain the appropriate momentum, States parties needed to submit their reports in time and
respect the decision-making competency of the Committee.

Another Expert highlighted the need to encourage all other States to become parties to the Convention.
They also needed to understand the competence of the Committee in receiving individual complaints.

Meeting with National Human Rights Institutions

Mr. Decaux said that the Committee had adopted a roadmap in order to bring the new guidelines on
reprisals into life. An increasing cooperation had been developing between human rights treaty bodies.
However, the Committee needed more partners to ensure the implementation of the guidelines, which was
why it was very important for the Committee to cooperate with the national human rights institutions.
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International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights stated that the Committee should encourage all States to ratify the Convention and to strengthen
their national institutions for the promotion of human rights. The International Coordinating Committee
and its regional networks were working to build the capacity of national human rights institutions through
training, peer support and the exchange of good practices amongst its members. Feedback from the
Committee was expected on the best ways those institutions could engage with the Committee and
support its work.

Mr. Decaux said that it was hard to understand why some States had not yet ratified the Convention.
However, the role of national human rights institutions was the key to understanding the problem. National
human rights institutions should consider organizing live webcast screenings, at their premises, of the
Committee’s interactive dialogues with States parties. Regional and local commissions also had a role to
play in States. Sometimes national institutions with “B” status worked in more difficult conditions than
those with status “A”, which also had to be taken into consideration.

A Committee Expert stated that sometimes national human rights institutions were not independent, even
though they claimed that they were. He explored the possible ways to monitor those institutions. He asked
what kind of measures should be taken to ensure the effectivity of follow-up mechanisms.

The National Human Rights Council of Morocco called on all States parties to pay close attention to the
issue of institutionalisation of enforced disappearances as their national legislations had to be in line with
the Convention.The National Human Rights Council of Morocco had been involved in the identification of
such cases and their work had encouraged the Government take necessary measures on the issue. Their
work had also helped the Government to include “human rights” in the newest Constitution and to
penalise the enforced displacement.

International Coordinating Committee asked for a better inclusion of national institutions in the work of
the Committee.

Mr. Decaux said that the Committee was trying to be as transparent as possible, regularly uploading news
and development, as well as documents and reports on its website.

Meeting with Non-Governmental Organizations

Committees of Relatives of Migrants of Central Honduras inquired whether the Committee could develop
a general recommendation on the protection of migrants and refugees. Central American committees of
families of disappeared migrants on migration routes had promoted the creation of a transnational
mechanism to guarantee the search of disappeared migrants.Also, the implementation of Article |7 was a

matter of urgency. It was, therefore, ne - f origi disappeared migrants and missing
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persons had accessibility and up-to-date registries of those persons in order to facilitate the search. Further,
all States needed to have a single shared registry to localise missing persons.

Article 24 of the Convention described the obligation of each State party to take all necessary measures to
search for, locate and release disappeared persons.Accordingly, the organisation asked the Committee to
call on all States to facilitate the entry of families of disappeared persons into the concerning State.

Mr. Decaux said that it was the first time that the Committee had reviewed cases on the disappearances of
migrants. Duty to protect was part of the Committee’s mandate; however, the scope of that issue exceeded
the responsibility of the Committee, and covered other international organisations’ and bodies’ mandates
as well.

An Expert stated that the Committee attached great importance to the issue of migration. One of the
possibilities to raise the profile of the issue was to cooperate with the Government of Mexico in an open
way.Another Expert described the issue as a “humanitarian situation”, highlighting the importance of family
members to the information.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=16455&LanglD=E
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