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UNSG calls for Compromise Solution in Sahara and hails Morocco
efforts

UN Secretary general, Ban Ki-moon, called on Thursday for a compromise solution to the Sahara issue and
welcomed Morocco's efforts in the Sahara while noting "increasing frustration" among populations
particularly the youth, in the Tindouf camps, in Algeria.

In a report submitted to the security council, recommending the extension of the UN mission in the Sahara
(MINURSO) until April 30,2015, Ban Ki-Moon welcomes "Morocco’s cooperation with the Special
Procedures of the Human Rights Council.

"I note with satisfaction the steps which Morocco has taken, such as those related to CNDH (National
human rights Council) and the military tribunals."

The UN chief recalls that his personal envoy, Christopher Ross, has urged parties to show flexibility,
creativity and imagination to move forward to a compromise solution, highlighting Morocco's efforts in
consolidating human rights and welcoming the Kingdom's headways, particularly as regards the CNDH and
its branches in Laayoune and Dakhla as well as reforming military justice.

He also praised "Morocco's cooperation with the special procedures of the UN human rights council",
stressing that Moroccan authorities have continued to cooperate with the special procedures of the Human
rights council and give them access".

Ban Ki-Moon cites, in this context, the visit to Morocco by the UN special rapporteur on human trafficking
who expressed "satisfaction over the frank and open discussions he held with the Moroccan authorities and
civil society".

The UN Special rapporteur also noted the Moroccan authorities' will to institutionalize good practices.
The report further recalls the visit to Morocco of the work group on arbitrary detention which received
"full cooperation" from the Moroccan authorities, stressing that Morocco expressed readiness to receive in
2014 other representatives of the UN special procedures.

The new Southern provinces development scheme, presented in October 2013, by the Moroccan
economic, social and environmental council, was also cited in the report which notes that this plan is part
of the advanced regionalization advocated by HM King Mohammed VI.

The new scheme, goes on the report, focuses on sustainable development, participative democracy and
social cohesion, good governance, including the respect of human rights.

The report remarks that significant investments have been made by Morocco in infrastructure, social and
cultural projects, insisting that the daily life in the Moroccan Sahara unfolds "in a peaceful way".

Increasing number of foreign parliamentary delegations, diplomatic and governmental missions, non-
governmental organization and journalists have visited the Sahara, the report says noting that "Moroccan
authorities are increasingly open and engaged in this visits".

Ban Ki-Moon also reports "an increasing frustration" among the population in the Tindouf camps,
particularly among the youth, stressing that the security concern is a challenge to the UN mission
operations.

“"Important criminal and terrorist activities in the region" were reported, he went on, warning that
"extremist groups are actively hiring to reinforce their presence in the neighboring regions and to get arms
supplies".
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Moroccoonthe Move

A Tale of Two Cities...well, Actually Three Countries - Jean R.
AbiNader

Updated April 15,2014 10:04 PM EDT

Driss El Yazami, chairman of Morocco’s National Human Rights Council (CNDH) spoke recently in
Washington, DC about the Arab Spring and human rights protections. HuffPost Live

* Finding the middle path in politics is fraught with challenges, yet better than no discourse at all.---- *

Jean R.AbiNader, Exec. Dir., Moroccan American Trade and Investment Center

Jean R.AbiNader, MATIC

April 16,2014

When Driss El Yazami, the chairman of Morocco’s National Human Rights Council (CNDH) spoke recently
in Washington, DC, he was asked about the so-called Arab Spring and its impact on human rights
protections. He was quite candid in his response.“The core issue is about identity; it is about dignity. It is
the loss of the connection between one’s identity and one’s dignity that is at the heart of today’s unrest.”
He believes that human rights protections derive from the value that governments place on their
relationship with their people. Human rights protections are a conscious effort by governments to have a
social contract that applies to all people in the country.

This is the rationale behind the CNDH’s campaigns for migrant rights, the end of military trials for civilians,
enhanced rights for the mentally ill, and eliminating child labor, to list several of their most recent efforts.
And Morocco has earned praise for its continuing human rights reforms, largely as a result of the
government adopting CNDH’s recommendations and turning them into legislation.

Mr. El Yazami contends that this is the characteristic of democracy that goes beyond elections. It is a space
where all opinions can be heard and debated without fear and with respect for differing perspectives and
the outcomes of the debate.

Keeping Faith with Tunisia

In the past few months, Tunisia has garnered extensive praise from the international community for its
“National Dialogue,” which weathered a very difficult drafting of a constitution and installation of a
transitional technocrat government leading to presidential and parliamentary elections in late 2014.The
contentious constitutional process avoided the poor outcomes that have plagued Egypt and Libya where
significant disagreements have produced unsatisfactory conclusions. It should not be taken for granted,
however, that the transitional success of the National Dialogue means that there is unity in Tunisia’s political
landscape.

Human rights advocates are concerned that political expediency will mar steps needed to genuinely move
Tunisia forward.As Yasmine Ryan writes,*...ignoring deep structural inequalities will only lead to further
instability. Add to this the desperate need for major reforms to the judiciary, security forces, the education
system, and decentralization, among others—and Tunisia’s challenges can sometimes seem insurmountable.”
And the questions of national identity and defining with some precision the relationship between the state
and religion continue to be unresolved, promising more contentious maneuvering as the elections approach.
Amna Guellali, director of Human Rights Watch for Tunisia and Algeria, remarked in an article in World
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Policy Journal that contradictions and vague definitions in the constitution “could have grave consequences
for the country.” It is in this gap between the constitution and how the enabling legislation is drafted,
finalized, and implemented that human rights protections face their greatest challenges. One compelling
example is the potential contradictions in the role of the government as “the guardian of religion” and
“protector of the sacred,” while also ensuring “liberty of conscience.” Given that the first article of the new
constitution states that Tunisia’s religion is Islam, there are understandable concerns about how this will play
out.Without a national independent body akin to CNDH that can shed light on inclusive steps towards real
democracy, the task of defenders of human rights is more difficult as the economic and social development
needs of Tunisia will dominate the agenda of any incoming leadership.

And In Algeria, the Same May Not Hold

It is difficult to have a forward-looking discussion about human rights reforms in a country with such an
opaque political process. John Entelis, writing in Muftah, notes “Riots and protests have been a regular
feature of Algerian political life” and mentions that critics have pointed out that there is no timeline for
implementing reforms announced since 201 |. Some see reforms as a mouse caught “between the
president’s office and the military-industrial complex, between executive authority and the country’s
powerful intelligence services.”

Photo: CNN

The run-up to the presidential election this week has seen the withdrawal of candidates, boycott calls from
Islamic and leftist parties, and the virtual campaign for Bouteflika’s re-election run by surrogates who are
assuring Algerians that reform is his priority — once he is returned to office.“One pro-government
politician went so far as to declare,‘l will vote for him [Bouteflika] dead or alive because he has done so
much for the country.”

How much-needed human and social development challenges will be addressed after the elections has yet
to be discussed.“It is a testament to the extreme disconnect between the country’s formal political
structure and its civil society that the overwhelming majority of ordinary Algerians have been completely
unaffected by the virtual absence of presidential authority...” With the debate yet to begin on a new
constitutional amendment providing for the office of Vice-President and the installation of that person,
human rights has little visibility within the debate over the new power balance that will emerge with
Bouteflika’s departure.As James D. Le Sueur wrote in a monograph for the German Marshall Fund,
“Politically,Algeria has managed to weather the storm brought on by the Arab Spring through swift and
deliberate police presence meant to suppress real calls for reform.” It is hard to imagine a meaningful
national dialogue in Algeria on identity and dignity emerging any time soon.

Unclear Prognosis for Human Rights in the Maghreb

Laudatory as the results of the Tunisian National Dialogue are, its new constitution exemplifies the
challenge of closing the space between values and politics. As Tunisians prepare for end-of-year elections,
the priority given to human rights may become clearer as candidates address voters concerns about social
and economic inequalities. Morocco has its plate full with recommendations from the CNDH as well as
judicial reforms, a new civil society framework, and reducing economic disparities to address through the
end of this year. In Algeria as well as Libya, where basic rule of law has yet to be established, internal
dissensions, power moves among various players, and uncertainty among the populace as to their countries’
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future stability will have a major impact on the importance given to human rights under new governments.
It will be a long year ahead.
Jean R.AbiNader is Executive Director of the Moroccan American Trade and Investment Center.

http://moroccoonthemove.com/2014/04/15/tale-two-citieswell-actually-three-countries-jean-r-
abinader/#sthash.WWnNbWsSW.bA85iR2r.dpbs
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Convention de partenariat entre le CNDH et la RAM portant sur la promotion
et la diffusion de la culture des droits de ’Homme

Mercredi 16 Avril 2014 modifié le Mercredi 16 Avril 2014 - 12:40

Le Conseil national des droits de ’lHomme et la Compagnie Nationale Royal Air Maroc
(RAM) vont procéder, le jeudi 17 avril, au siege du CNDH, a la signature d’une convention de
partenariat portant sur la promotion et la diffusion de la culture des droits de ’THomme.

Cette convention, qui sera signée par Messieurs Driss El Yazami et Driss Benhima, respectivement président
du CNDH et président de Royal Air Maroc, a pour objet le renforcement des capacités des différents
acteurs et intervenants dans les domaines objet de cette convention, la promotion de la pensée des droits
de ’lHomme ainsi que la promotion en commun des réalisations du Royaume du Maroc en matiere de
droits de I'Homme, de démocratie et de citoyenneté, indique un communiqué du CNDH.

Ainsi, en vertu de cette convention,le CNDH s’engage a soutenir les programmes de formation lancés par
la RAM dans les divers domaines des droits de 'Homme et du droit international humanitaire et a
contribuer a 'animation et 'encadrement des séminaires et colloques organisés en matiere des droits de
’Homme.

Il S’engage également a impliquer le personnel de la RAM dans les programmes de formation et les
manifestations organisés par le CNDH et a mettre a la disposition de la RAM les publications du CNDH
ainsi que la documentation disponible concernant les mécanismes internationaux et régionaux des droits de
’Homme.

De son coté, la RAM soutiendra les activités du CNDH en matiére de promotion des droits de 'Homme
ainsi que les projets initiés dans le domaine.

Une premiére opération sera engagée au titre de I'année 2014 pour la sensibilisation et la formation de
formateurs désignés par la RAM dans le domaine des droits de 'lHomme et de la prévention des
discriminations.

Il convient de rappeler qu’un premier accord de coopération a été signé en 2008 entre le Conseil
consultatif des droits de 'Homme (CCDH) et la RAM portant sur la mise en ceuvre d’'un programme de
renforcement des capacités du personnel de la RAM dans le domaine des droits de ’'Homme. Dans ce
cadre, deux sessions de formation ont été organisées.

http://www .atlasinfo.fr/Convention-de-partenariat-entre-le-CNDH-et-la-R AM-portant-

sur-la-promotion-et-la-diffusion-de-la-culture-des-droits-de-1_a51685 html
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Physionomie de la presse quotidienne

Déposé le : 14/04/2014 |  Article vue : 10 fois
Lareleve.ma

Les activités royales, la question de l'intégrité territoriale du Royaume et I'appel lancé par M. Ban Ki-moon
pour une solution de compromis, tout en saluant les efforts du Maroc a cet égard, la condamnation de la
modification du systéme des prix d'entrée sur le marché de I'UE des fruits et Iégumes, ainsi que |'ouverture
de la session printaniére du Parlement focalisent ['attention des quotidiens nationaux paraissant ce samedi.
Les quotidiens rapportent que SM le Roi Mohammed VI, Amir Al Mouminine, a accompli la priére du
vendredi a la mosquée Annour a Tanger.

lIs rapportent également que le Souverain a procédé, vendredi, au lancement des travaux de réalisation du
barrage "Kharroub", pour un investissement global de 1,6 milliard de dirhams (MMDH) et qui est destiné a
renforcer I'alimentation en eau potable et industrielle de la région de Tanger-Tétouan.

Situé sur I'Oued Kharroub, a 45 km au sud de la ville de Tanger et a 22 km a I'est de la ville d'Assilah, le
futur barrage contribuera au renforcement de l'infrastructure hydraulique du nord du Royaume, I'objectif
étant de répondre a la demande de plus en plus croissante en eau potable et industrielle et de mobiliser de
nouvelles ressources disponibles essentiellement en eau de surface, précise-t-on.

S’agissant du dossier du Sahara, les quotidiens indiquent que le Secrétaire général de I'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, a
appelé jeudi a une solution de compromis et salué les efforts fournis par le Royaume dans le Sahara
marocain, tout en relevant une "frustration croissante” des populations dans les camps de Tindouf en
Algérie, notamment "chez les jeunes". Dans un rapport sur la question du Sahara marocain, recommandant
la prorogation d'une année, jusqu'au 30 avril 2015, du mandat de la MINURSO, le Secrétaire général a
souligné que son Envoyé personnel, Christopher Ross, a exhorté les parties a faire preuve de flexibilité, de
créativité et d'imagination pour aller de I'avant vers une solution de compromis. Le Secrétaire général a,
dans ce rapport, mis en avant les efforts déployés par le Maroc en termes de consolidation des institutions
nationales oeuvrant, notamment, dans le domaine des droits de I'Homme, notant "avec satisfaction" les
"avancées" du Royaume, particulierement en ce qui concerne le Conseil National des Droits de I'Homme
(CNDH) et ses antennes a Ladyoune et Dakhla et la réforme de la justice militaire.

La presse revient sur la signature par les secrétaires généraux des partis de la coalition gouvernementale de
la Charte de la majorité dans sa version finale.

La version amendée signée par le SG du Parti de la Justice et de Développement (PJD),Abdelilah Benikrane,
le président du Parti du Rassemblement National des Indépendants (RNI), Salaheddine Mezouar, le SG du
parti du Mouvement Populaire (MP), Mohand Laenser et le SG du Parti du Progres et du Socialisme (PPS),
Nabil Benabdellah, est axée sur quatre fondamentaux, a savoir, la participation dans I'action, I'efficacité dans
la réalisation, la transparence dans la gestion et la solidarité dans la responsabilité, souligne-t-on.

Sur un autre registre, la presse reléve que les hauts fonctionnaires des 43 Etats membres de I'Union pour la
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Méditerranée (UPM) ont approuvé, lors d'une réunion tenue les 7 et 8 avril a Barcelone, quatre nouveaux
projets au profit de plusieurs pays méditerranéens dont le Maroc.

Lactualité économique est marquée par la condamnation unanime du gouvernement et des professionnels
de la modification du systéme des prix d'acces des fruits et légumes marocains sur le marché de I'Union
européenne.

Les quotidiens soulignent que cette décision, adoptée le 7 avril par la commission de I'agriculture au sein du
parlement européen, consiste a introduire des restrictions des méthodes de dédouanement de nos
produits agricoles soumis a l'entrée.

De ce fait, tous ces produits ne peuvent a l'avenir étre dédouanés a la frontiére sur la base de leur prix réel
de vente, mais seulement sur la base d'une valeur forfaitaire a I'importation (VFI) calculée par les services
de I'UE. Les quotidiens s’attardent également sur la signature a Rabat d’'une convention spécifique
d'application de la convention-cadre entre I'Office de formation professionnelle et de promotion du travail
(OFPPT) et le Département en charge de I'Enseignement Technique, la Formation Professionnelle, I'Emploi
et le Travail de la Guinée Conakry. lls précisent que ladite convention entre dans le cadre du renforcement
du partenariat bilatéral scellé grace aux différents accords conclus lors de la derniére visite de SM le Roi
Mohammed VI en Guinée Conakry et fait suite, notamment, a la mission de diagnostic du dispositif de
formation professionnelle guinéen conduite, du |5 au 23 mars dernier a Conakry, par une délégation
d'experts de I'OFPPT.

Coté sport, les quotidiens indiquent que le cheval Maid In Waiting, monté par Abdelkader Kandoussi, a
remporté, vendredi a '’hippodrome de Casablanca-Anfa, la 6eme édition du Grand Prix SAR le Prince
Héritier Moulay El Hassan des courses hippiques.

lls commentent également les résultats du Grand Prix Hassan Il de tennis et le résultat et le classement
apres la 7éme étape du Tour du Maroc de cyclisme, disputée entre Errachidia et Midelt sur un parcours de
136 km, ainsi que les derniers résultats de la 29éme édition du Marathon des Sables. L'actualité
internationale reste dominée par la situation en Palestine et en Syrie, le déploiement des Casques bleus de
I'ONU en Centrafrique, la crise ukrainienne, le dossier nucléaire iranien et I'élection présidentielle en
Algérie.

http://www.devanture.net/news.phplid=115959
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